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had to the last expected a victory. He felt it to be ' a smash, perhaps, without example.' The Conservative cheering was loud and long, and, as Mr. Kebbel writes, ' none rushed to shake hands with the Chancellor of the Exchequer more enthusiastically than those Tory country gentlemen whom he was absurdly said to have betrayed.' The enthusiasm was not all expended at Westminster. A quarter of an hour or so later, there was a number of excited Conservative members collected for supper at the Carlton Club. Disraeli looked in at the club on his way home, and as he entered the large, crowded dining-room the cheers rang out again and again, and Sir Matthew Ridley interpreted the feeling of the party by proposing a toast: ' Here's the man who rode the race, who took the time, who kept the time, and who did the trick!' They crowded round their leader, and pressed him to stay and sup with them. Mr. Kebbel gives us the sequel.
As Lady Beaconsfield told me afterwards, with manifest pride and joy, ' Dizzy came home to me.3 And she then proceeded to describe the supper: ' I had got him a raised pie from Fortnum and Mason's, and a bottle of champagne, and he ate half the pie and drank all the champagne, and then he said: " Why, my dear, you are more like a mistress than a wife."; And I could see that she took it as a very high compliment indeed.1
Gladstone and Bright were as much cast down as the Conservatives were elated. The story ran that Bright said that night at the Reform Club to Bernal Osborne: * You may do what you like, Osborne, but you will never manage to put salt on Dizzy's tail.' Gladstone was so chagrined at his desertion by the tea-room party that he appeared for a while to contemplate retirement to a back bench. But the House adjourned after the division for the Easter recess, and there was a quiet opportunity for the reconsideration of rash impulses.
1 Lord Beaconsfield and Other Tory Memories, p. 40. of opinion, to adopt that course which the House in its wisdom may think most expedient and desirable.
